MR-J-p-x-harty is a very frequent occurrence. Once the inflammation has penetrated beyond the muco-periosteal limits an acute osteomyelitis occurs, and to this condition the name of mastoiditis is usually applied. The terminology of acute and chronic mastoiditis is very confusing, as osteomyelitis may occur, either with an g.cute or a chronic suppurative otitis media, and especially so as the osteomyelitis does not necessarily involve the mastoid process alone, but may attack other portions of the petro-mastoid, either in combination with or apart from the mastoid process.
Infection of the venous system is very prone to occur in acute inflammation of bone, owing to the large size of the venous radicles and the practical absence of capillaries, while this liability is further increased in the petro-mastoid owing to the very short course of these radicles before entering a large venous sinus. An important point to remember is that while otitis media?the determining factor of the mastoiditis?may subside, the mastoiditis may progress.
So suppuration in the mastoid process, with its accompanying complications, can exist with an i.ntapt tympanic membrane and no otorrhoea.
(Vide Cases 4 and 5, but in the latter otorrhcea was present.)
The sigmoid portion of the lateral sinus is usually infected, 
